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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment of Amendment After Final 

1 . Applicant's Amendment After Final of October 26, 2009, is acknowledged. No 
claims area added or canceled. Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are currently pending. 

2. Applicant's arguments regarding the prior art reference Koster et al., US. Patent 
No. 5,945,779, found on page 8 of Applicant's Remarks, have been considered and are 
found to be convincing. The finality of the Office Action of August 24, 2009, is 
withdrawn. 

3. The amendments to claims 1,12 and 13 are acknowledged correcting minor 
informalities. The previous objections to these claims are withdrawn. 

4. The objection to figure 1 is maintained, as explained below. 

5. All other arguments are moot in light of new grounds for rejection. 

Drawings 

6. Applicant's response to the objection to figure 1 has been considered, however, it 
appears that the precise reason for the objection was either not clearly explained or 
clearly understood. 

7. The reason for the objection is as follows: As shown, there is a portion of the 
conduction member 9 which curls around the base of the lamp, passes by contact 
member 20 and connects to contact member 10. Applicant's specification, on page 5, 
lines 13-15 and lines 22-23 both read: "The circular conducting strip allows insertion of 
the high-pressure discharge lamp assembly into a holder in any rotational position." 
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8. If the lamp assembly were inserted into a holder where the contact member of 
the holder were to make contact with contact member 20 at the position where 
conduction member 9 passes by contact member 20, conduction member 9 would be 
pinched between the holder and contact member 20. If this were the case, the lamp 
would have an electrical short and would not function. 

9. Therefore, figure 1 is objected to because it does not show a high-pressure lamp 
assembly which can be inserted into a holder in any rotational position, as described in 
the specification. The examiner acknowledges that the lamp shown in figure 1 may 
function if the holder were of a specific shape and the lamp assembly was carefully 
inserted into the holder, however, such a lamp is in line with the lamp described in the 
specification or claims. 

10. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1-3, 6 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Marien et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,698,936, in view of itself. 

13. With regard to claim 1, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses a high-pressure 
discharge lamp assembly comprising a discharge lamp (30) and a concave reflector (1) 
arranged around a longitudinal axis (2), the discharge lamp (30) being closed in a 
gastight manner and comprising a first end portion and second end portion and an 
ionizable gas filling, and in which a pair of electrodes (29) is arranged, wherein the first 
end portion of the discharge lamp (30) extends through an opening (between 4 and 5) 
provided in a center section of the reflector (1), a first current-supply conductor (26) 
connected to a first one of the pair of electrodes (29) and issuing to an exterior of the 
discharge lamp (30) at the first end portion of the discharge lamp (30); a second 
current-supply conductor (26) connected to a second one of the pair of electrodes (29) 
and issuing to the exterior of the discharge lamp (30) at the second end portion of the 
discharge lamp (2), a conduction member (26) connected to the second current-supply 
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conductor (26) and extending through the opening in the center section of the reflector 
(1 ), a contact member (screw portion 1 1 ) provided on the surface of the reflector (1 ) 
facing away from the discharge lamp (30) (although not extensively labeled, figure 1 
clearly shows the conduction member on the left exiting the discharge lamp, bending to 
the left and contacting the outer surface of the reflector 1 , sandwiched between the 
outer surface of the reflector 1 and the screw shaped contact member 1 1 ), wherein the 
discharge lamp (30) is mounted in a fixation means (25, 27) provided in the opening of 
the reflector (1), and wherein the conduction member (26) is guided through the fixation 
means (25, 27) (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 33). 

14. Marien does not expressly disclose that the conduction member connected to the 
second end is the conduction member in contact with the contact member which is 
provided on the surface of the reflector. 

15. One having ordinary skill in the art would understand, in the Marien lamp 
assembly, that either conduction member may be connected to the contact member 
provided on the surface of the reflector, and that the disclosed lamp may be easily 
modified such that the conduction member connected to the second end is the 
conduction member in contact with the contact member which is provided on the 
surface of the reflector. 

16. Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been an obvious design choice 
for a person having ordinary skill in the art to construct the Marien lamp assembly such 
that the conduction member connected to the second end is the conduction member in 
contact with the contact member which is provided on the surface of the reflector 
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1 7. Examiner notes that the phrase "fixation means" is used, however this does not 
invoke 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, sixth paragraph, treatment because it does not satisfy the three 
prong test. The correct language is not used, and the phrase is not modified by 
functional language. 

18. With regard to claim 2, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that the reflector (1) 
is provided with a neck portion (5) arranged around the longitudinal axis (2), the contact 
member (11) being provided on a surface of the neck portion (5) facing away from the 
discharge lamp (30) (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 33). 

19. With regard to claim 3, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that the contact 
member (1 1 ) is provided as a circular conducting strip around the reflector (1) (top 
portion of screw like contact member 11 is a circular strip (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 
33). 

20. With regard to claim 6, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that that the neck 
portion (5) is provided with an opening for passing through the conduction member (26) 
(col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 33). 

21 . With regard to claim 8, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that the neck 
portion (5) of the reflector (1) is provided with a substantially rotationally symmetrical 
lamp cap (10) of an insulating material, the lamp cap (10) being provided with the 
contact member (11) (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 33). 

22. With regard to claim 9, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that the contact 
member (1 1 ) is provided as a circular conducting strip around the lamp cap (1 0) (col. 3, 
line 50 -col. 4, line 33). 
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23. With regard to claim 10, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that the lamp cap 
(10) is provided with a multiplicity of indents for fixing the contact member (11) (col. 3, 
line 50 -col. 4, line 33). 

24. With regard to claim 11, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses that a further 
contact member (6) is provided on the lamp cap (5) on a location where the longitudinal 
axis (3) intersects the lamp cap (5) (col. 4, lines 20-29). 

25. With regard to claim 12, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses a high-pressure 
discharge lamp assembly comprising a discharge lamp (30) and a concave reflector (1) 
arranged around a longitudinal axis (2); the discharge lamp (30) being closed in a 
gastight manner and comprising a first end portion and second end portion and an 
ionizable gas filling, and in which a pair of electrodes (30) is arranged, wherein the first 
end portion of the discharge lamp (30) extends through an opening (between 4 and 5) 
provided in a center section of the reflector (1); a first current-supply conductor (26) 
connected to a first one of the pair of electrodes (29) and issuing to an exterior of the 
discharge lamp (30) at the first end portion of the discharge lamp (30); a second 
current-supply conductor (26) connected to a second one of the pair of electrodes (29) 
and issuing to the exterior of the discharge lamp (30) at the second end portion of the 
discharge lamp (30), a conduction member (26) connected to the second current-supply 
conductor (26) and extending through the opening in the center section of the reflector 
(1 ), a contact member (1 1 ) provided on a surface of the reflector (1 ) facing away from 
the discharge lamp (30), wherein the discharge lamp (30) is mounted in a fixation 
means (25, 27) provided in the opening of the reflector (1) and, wherein the conduction 
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member (26) is guided though the fixation means (25, 27) (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 
33). 

26. Marien does not expressly disclose that the conduction member connected to the 
second end is the conduction member in contact with the contact member which is 
provided on the surface of the reflector. 

27. One having ordinary skill in the art would understand, in the Marien lamp 
assembly, that either conduction member may be connected to the contact member 
provided on the surface of the reflector, and that the disclosed lamp may be easily 
modified such that the conduction member connected to the second end is the 
conduction member in contact with the contact member which is provided on the 
surface of the reflector. 

28. Therefore, at the time of invention, it would have been an obvious design choice 
for a person having ordinary skill in the art to construct the Marien lamp assembly such 
that the conduction member connected to the second end is the conduction member in 
contact with the contact member which is provided on the surface of the reflector 

29. Examiner notes that the phrase "fixation means" is used, however this does not 
invoke 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, sixth paragraph, treatment because it does not satisfy the three 
prong test. The correct language is not used, and the phrase is not modified by 
functional language. 

30. Claims 4, 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Marien, in view of Kika, WO/2003/022013. This Office Action 
relies upon and makes reference to the English language translation of Kika in 
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U.S. Patent Application Publication, US 2004/0155594, which is the U.S. 
continuation of the international application. 

31 . With regard to claim 4, Marien discloses all of the limitations, as described in 
the rejection of claim 1 above, however, Marien does not expressly disclose a further 
contact member provided on the surface of the reflector, the further contact member 
being connected to the first current-supply conductor. 

32. Kika, in figure 2A, teaches a high-pressure discharge lamp assembly where two 
contact members (17a, 17b) are provided on the outside surface of a lamp mounting 
cylindrical portion (1 6) [01 1 6] (similar to the neck portion 5 of the Marien reflector 1 ). A 
skilled artisan would understand that the Marien lamp assembly may be modified with 
the two contact member arrangement taught by Kika, where two contact members are 
provided as two circular conducting strips around the lamp assembly on the surface of 
the lamp assembly facing away from the discharge lamp so that the lamp may be 
arranged in a holder in any rotational position. 

33. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious for a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to construct the Marien lamp assembly where a further contact member is 
provided on the surface of the reflector, the further contact member is connected to the 
first current-supply conductor, in the arrangement taught by Kika, so that the lamp may 
be arranged in a holder in any rotational position. 

34. With regard to claim 5, in figure 2A, Kika discloses that the further contact 
member (17b) is provided as a circular conducting strip around the lamp mounting 
cylindrical portion (16) [01 16]. In the combined Marien and Kika lamp assembly 
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described in the rejection of claim 4, the further contact member is provided as a 
circular conducting strip around the reflector. 

35. With regard to claim 13, in figures 1 and 2, Marien discloses a high-pressure 
discharge lamp assembly comprising a discharge lamp (30) and a concave reflector (1) 
arranged around a longitudinal axis (2), the discharge lamp (30) being closed in a 
gastight manner and comprising a first end portion and second end portion and an 
ionizable gas filling, and in which a pair of electrodes (29) is arranged, wherein the first 
end portion of the discharge lamp (30) extends through an opening (between 4 and 5) 
provided in a center section of the reflector (1), a first current-supply conductor (26) 
connected to a first one of the pair of electrodes (29) and issuing to an exterior of the 
discharge lamp (30) at the first end portion of the discharge lamp (30); a second 
current-supply conductor (26) connected to a second one of the pair of electrodes (29) 
and issuing to the exterior of the discharge lamp (30) at the second end portion of the 
discharge lamp (2), a conduction member (26) connected to the second current-supply 
conductor (26) and extending through the opening in the center section of the reflector 
(1), and wherein the discharge lamp (30) is mounted in a fixation means (25, 27) 
provided in the opening of the reflector (1 ) (col. 3, line 50 - col. 4, line 33). 

36. Marien does not expressly disclose a first contact member provided as a first 
circular conducting strip around the reflector on a surface of the reflector facing away 
from the discharge lamp, the first contact member being connected to the conduction 
member, and a second contact member provided as a second circular conducting strip 
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around the reflector on a surface of the reflector facing away from the discharge lamp, 
the second contact member being connected to the first current-supply conductor. 

37. Kika, in figure 2A, teaches a high-pressure discharge lamp assembly where a 
first contact member (17a) is provided as a first circular conducting strip around the 
lamp assembly on a surface of the lamp assembly facing away from the discharge lamp 
(2), the first contact member (17a) being connected to a conduction member (23); and a 
second contact member (17b) provided as a second circular conducting strip around the 
lamp assembly on the surface of the lamp assembly facing away from the discharge 
lamp (2), the second contact member (17b) being connected to the first current-supply 
conductor (22) [01 16], so that the lamp may be arranged in a holder in any rotational 
position. 

38. At the time of invention, it would have been obvious for a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to construct the Marien lamp assembly where a first contact member 
provided as a first circular conducting strip around the reflector on a surface of the 
reflector facing away from the discharge lamp, the first contact member being 
connected to the conduction member, and a second contact member provided as a 
second circular conducting strip around the reflector on a surface of the reflector facing 
away from the discharge lamp, the second contact member being connected to the first 
current-supply conductor, as taught by Kika, so that the lamp may be arranged in a 
holder in any rotational position. 

39. Examiner notes that the phrase "fixation means" is used, however this does not 
invoke 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, sixth paragraph, treatment because it does not satisfy the three 
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prong test. The correct language is not used, and the phrase is not modified by 
functional language. 

Conclusion 

40. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

41 . A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

42. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Hollweg whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1739. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am- 
5:00pm E.S.T.. 

43. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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44. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/TH/ 



/NIMESHKUMAR D. PATEL/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2879 



